
 

 

Second Annual “Shedding Light on Human Trafficking and Exploitation” Conference  

Agenda 

April 4, 2025 

 

 

8:00 am- 8:30 am -  Registration and Refreshments 

8:30 am-8:45 am Welcome  

A. Welcome from the VP of Academic Affairs, Dr. Beth Hinga 
B. Welcome from Newberry Officials 

a.  Vice Chairman, Karl Sease- Newberry County 
b. Mayor Foster Senn- City of Newberry 

 

 8:45 am-9:05 am-   Mandy Bowden, SC Attorney General office.  Updates on Human Trafficking 
work in South Carolina  

This session will focus on what SC is doing to fight trafficking; the legal aspects of the fight; and 
the statistical data on cases. 

 

Break- 9:05 am- 9:15 am-  Coffee and Tea  (Genesis Hub Coffee Sponsor) 

 

Keynote Address  9:15 am- 10: 15 am-  Author, Speaker, and Advocate Preston Shipp 

Preston Shipp, a former prosecutor, who now works as Director of Advocacy and Policy for Fair 
and Just Prosecution.  As a Tennessee attorney, he argued for the sentence of Cyntoia Brown (a 
runaway teenager sex trafficked by a pimp who killed her sex buyer) in her appellate hearing.  
Later, he advocated for her clemency. 

 

Plenary Session I- 10:15- 11:00 am-  How to Protect Our Children In a Digital World- Cell phones, 
internet, and what Parents, Grandparents, Teachers, and Schools Should Know 

Speaker- Special Agent Caitlin Branch, SLED, Vice Human Trafficking Unit 



 

Plenary Session II- 11:00 am- 11:45 am “What Should You Do?  A Scenario Training That Will 
Teach You How to Help Suspected Victims”    

Speaker-  Carol Metzker, Author, Speaker, and Advocate 

 

Lunch and Learn 11:45- 1:00 pm Catered Lunch. Non-Fatal Strangulation and Its Impact on Sex 
Trafficking Victims (12:00-1:00 pm) 

Speaker: Ret. Officer Brian Bennett 

 

Plenary Session III-   1:05 pm- 1:50 pm- “Businesses in the Southeast and What They Know 
about Trafficking” 

Speakers:  Dr. Timothy Dupont and Prof. Cynthia L. Haynes Eshleman 

 

Break- 1:50-2:05 pm 

 

Plenary Session III- 2:05 pm- 2:50 pm-  Truckers Against Trafficking.   

Learn about Truckers Against Trafficking and their work in the transportation industry.  From 
education, to advocacy, to partnerships with law enforcement, TAT is on the front lines in the fight 
against human trafficking. 

Speaker:  Terry Bennett, ABF and TAT spokesperson 

 

Plenary Session IV-  2:55-3:40 pm- SWITCH and “You Are More” Curriculum.  SWITCH will 
share about their important curriculum being offered to young people in order to help protect them 
from exploitation. 

Speaker:  Krystal Nierman, SWITCH 

 

Special Session- 3:45-4:00 pm- Mens Rea or Ignorance?  Business Students' Awareness of Human 
Trafficking in Supply Chains.  Newberry College Business Student, Tyler LeBlanc with Dr. 
Timothy Dupont will present his exploratory research project investigating the general level of 
knowledge that undergraduate business students possess regarding human trafficking within 
supply chains 

 



Bios of Speakers 

 

Brian Bennett is a retired South Carolina Law Enforcement Officer.  Brian Bennett has 20 years 
of law enforcement experience and served as an instructor at the South Carolina Criminal Justice 
Academy. Areas of expertise included Domestic Violence, Vulnerable Adult Victimization and 
Strangulation. He has also served as co-chairman of a division of the Governor’s Domestic 
Violence Task Force. He is co-author of a felony strangulation bill that is currently pending 
legislation and authored a number of national articles on strangulation.  Today, he is the CEO of 
Clearview Justice Training and Consulting.  Brian is the 2025 recipient of the Laura Slade Hudson 
Scales of Justice Award for his years of assisting crime victims in SC. 

 

Terry Bennett has been a professional truck driver for 39 years and has accumulated over 3.5 
million safe driving miles. He is a city driver for ABF Freight System, Inc. Terry has been awarded 
the ABF Freight Silver and Bronze Awards for 30,000 and 15,000 consecutive hours driving 
without an accident. He received ABF Freight’s 5-, 10-, 15-, and 20-Year Safety Performance 
Driving Awards. 
Terry has been competing in the Florida State Truck Driving Championships for 10 years; placing 
first in his class in 2019 and 2023. He went on to compete at the National Truck Driving 
Championships in 2019 and 2023. Terry has been a member of the ABF Freight Road Team since 
2020. He served on the 2023 ABF Workday for Me Focus Group. Terry serves as an ABF Freight 
Driver Trainer, an ABF Freight Equipment Session Participant, and is Smith System Training 
Certified. He is a Chief Union Steward for the Teamsters Local Union 385.  Terry resides in 
Gainesville, Florida with his wife, Lori.  

 

Mandy Bowden is the Human Trafficking Program Coordinator in the Office of the South 
Carolina Attorney General.    Ms. Bowden provides support to state-level subcommittees and 
regional task forces in the Midlands area of the state. Prior to this role, she served as the 
Children’s Justice Act Coordinator for the Children’s Law Center at the University of South 
Carolina, School of Law. During this role, Mandy coordinated the S.C. Children’s Justice Act 
Task Force, that is comprised of over 30 child abuse professionals across the state. She 
facilitated the accomplishment of Task Force recommendations and related training programs for 
the Children’s Law Center. 

Mandy served as a Child Victim/Witness Advocate as part of a special child abuse prosecution 
unit of the SC Commission on Prosecution Coordination. During this time, she travelled the state 
assisting a Child Abuse Attorney Specialist with the investigation and preparation of criminal 
court cases involving child victims of sexual abuse, physical abuse or homicide. Prior to that, 
Mandy was a Victim Services Coordinator for the Department of Juvenile Justice where she 
helped establish a victim services program for the agency. Mandy worked with victims of 
juvenile offenders and implemented a victim impact panel program. 



She has been an avid child and victim advocate and has worked or volunteered with an array of 
organizations that have given her a well-rounded experience in many aspects of the criminal 
justice system. Mandy received a bachelor’s degree from Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
with an emphasis in Criminology, and a Master’s degree from the University of South Carolina 
in Criminal Justice. 

 

Caitlin Branch is a Special Agent with SLED in the Vice Human Trafficking unit.  Prior to 
SLED, Officer Branch worked with the Newberry Police Department on the road and as an 
investigator rising to the rank of Sergeant.  While at Newberry Police Department, Branch 
worked with the ICAC task force and SLED’s human trafficking unit on several cases.  She is a 
certified crisis/hostage negotiator and has advanced training in child homicide investigations.  
Officer Branch also served a brief stint with the SCCJA. 

 

Dr. Timothy Dupont is an assistant professor in Business at Newberry College.  He earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree with an emphasis in economics and finance from Lander University 
in Greenwood, South Carolina.  While at Lander, he earned a first academic achievement award 
for his work in economics and finance and was inducted into the Sigma Beta Delta honor society.  
He continued his education at Clemson University where he earned a Master of Business 
Administration and Doctorate in Educational Leadership.  While at Clemson he was inducted into 
the Alpha Chi honor society.  Dr. Dupont’s work history includes years in automotive service and 
management, retail sales management, emergency medical services, occupational medical clinic 
management, and higher education. He also has experience as a small business owner of a product 
assembly service and rental properties.  He has served on several advisory boards and boards of 
directors.  In his spare time, Dr. Dupont is a volunteer firefighter and Boy Scout Leader. 

 

Cynthia L. Haynes Eshleman is an Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at Newberry College.  
She is a member of the Pennsylvania Bar.  Ms. Haynes Eshleman joined Newberry College in 2018 
after a distinguished legal career in both the private and public sector.  Her legal practice focused 
on Immigration, Criminal Law, and Family Law.  During her legal career, she had the opportunity 
to work with survivors of trafficking and domestic violence in seeking specialized visas, such as 
the T and U visa; VAWA relief; and Protection from Abuse Orders.  Haynes Eshleman is a three-
time recipient of the Top Lawyer Main Line Today award.  She is also an advocacy award recipient 
from the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) of Philadelphia for her advocacy work.  She was 
a frequent lecturer with the Pennsylvania Bar Institute and various county and state bar 
associations.  Haynes Eshleman received her Bachelor Science Criminal Justice (BSCJ) from 
Appalachian State University, Master of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from West Chester 
University, and her juris doctor from North Carolina Central University. 

 



Krystal Nierman, Switch.  Krystal Nierman (pronounced near-man) has been a part of Switch, 
an Upstate non-profit that fights to end sex trafficking and sexual exploitation since 2018 where 
she leads the Prevention Team. She is a member of the SC Human Trafficking Task Force, co-
owns the Dog Psychology and Training Center with her husband Eric, and is a mom of 4 
children whom she homeschools.  

 
Carol Metzker is a frequent speaker/educator, writer, humanitarian and activist. Writing 
assignments took her to India in 2004, where she met children rescued from slavery. The encounter 
led to her work to help end human trafficking, aid survivors, and to pen Facing the Monster: How 
One Person Can Fight Child Slavery and co-author A Shield Against the Monster: Protecting 
Children from Human Trafficking. She has a master's degree in organizational learning from 
George Mason University and has more than fifteen years' experience in communications and 
corporate environments. Carol is the recipient of Rotary International's highest honor, the Service 
Above Self Award. 
 
Preston Shipp, serves as Director of Advocacy and Policy for Fair and Just Prosecution, which 
brings together elected local prosecutors as part of a network of leaders committed to promoting a 
justice system grounded in fairness, equity, compassion, and fiscal responsibility. Before 
becoming an advocate for criminal justice reform, Preston was an appellate prosecutor in the 
Tennessee Attorney General’s office. While serving as a religious volunteer and teaching college 
classes in Tennessee prisons, he became good friends with many people who were incarcerated, 
one of whom he had actually prosecuted (Cyntoia Brown, a sex trafficking victim). These 
relationships caused Preston to wake up to the many injustices that are present in the American 
system of mass criminalization. Unable to reconcile this conflict, Preston left his career as a 
prosecutor in 2008. Since then, he has taught in universities and churches, lectured at conferences, 
and written about the urgent needs for criminal justice reform, a shift in how we regard imprisoned 
people, and a new vision of justice that seeks healing, transformation, and reconciliation. He 
recently published his first book, "Confessions of a Former Prosecutor: Abandoning Vengeance 
and Embracing True Justice,” in which he recounts his conversion from prosecutor to reformer. 
Preston lives in Nashville with his wife Sherisse and their three children, Lila Joy, Ruby Faith, and 
Levi. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


