
 

 

Third Annual “Shedding Light on Human Trafficking and Exploitation” Conference  

Agenda 

April 17, 2026 

Location:   

Center for Teacher Education 

Gnann  

1121 Speers Street 

Newberry, SC 29108 

 

 

8:00 am- 8:30 am -  Registration and Refreshments 

8:30 am-8:45 am Welcome  

A. Welcome from the VP of Academic Affairs, Dr. Beth Hinga 
B. Welcome from Newberry Officials 

a. Newberry County 
b. Mayor Foster Senn- City of Newberry 

 

8:45 am-9:05 am-   SC Attorney General office.  Updates on Human Trafficking work in South 
Carolina  

This session will focus on what SC is doing to fight human trafficking; the legal aspects of the 
fight; and the statistical data on cases. 

Speaker, Veronica Smith, SC AG, Human Trafficking Program Coordinator 

 

Break- 9:05 am- 9:15 am-  Coffee and Tea  (Genesis Hub Coffee Sponsor) 

 

 



Plenary Session I- 9:15 am-10:15 am- “Supporting Resiliency in Survivors of Human Trafficking” 

Survivors of human trafficking demonstrate extraordinary strength, yet the path toward healing 
requires more than recovery from trauma, it calls for cultivating resilience, connection, and 
meaning. This session explores how service providers, advocates, and community partners can 
actively support resiliency and post-traumatic growth in survivors. Through a trauma-informed 
and healing-centered lens, participants will examine the key factors that contribute to resiliency 
(individual, relational, and environmental) and identify practical strategies to strengthen these 
within their organizations and communities. The session highlights the role of survivor voice, 
belonging, and purpose in fostering long-term well-being. 

 

Speakers:  Jamie Rosseland, Member Resource Manager, Arize Together 

 

Plenary Session II- 10:15- 11:00 am- “Human Trafficking and Juveniles in South Carolina” 

Look at the trends we are seeing in South Carolina including familial sex trafficking.  This session 
also dispels the misconceptions of child prostitution. 

Speaker: Special Agent Caitlin Branch, SLED, Vice Human Trafficking Unit 

 

Plenary Session III- 11:00 am- 11:45 am- “ The Biggest Help: Supporting Survivors Around the 
Globe”  

Learn how you can help survivors in the most useful, meaningful ways. Carol Metzker shares her 
experiences and insights about helping survivors of human trafficking through various projects: 
creating a vocational training center for women caught in sex trafficking in Kenya, providing 
educational resources for survivors’ children in Nepal and freeing a village from debt bondage 
slavery in India. 

Speaker: Carol Metzker, Author, Speaker, and Advocate 

 

Lunch and Learn 11:45- 1:00 pm Catered Lunch by Jasmine Road  (12:15-1:00 pm- Presentation) 

Session:  “Criminalized for Their Victimization: The Case for Survivor Record Relief” 

Survivors of trafficking are often arrested for actions directly connected to exploitation. This 
session examines the need for expungement and vacatur laws, the lived impact of criminalization, 
opportunities for legal and policy change, and practical lessons from states with established 
survivor record-relief legislation. 

Speakers: Jamie Rosseland, Member Resource Manager, Arize Together & Brent Woody, 
Executive Director and Lead Attorney for the Justice Restoration Center 



 

Plenary Session IV-   1:05 pm- 1:50 pm- “Cultural Humility in Police Investigations in Working 
with Survivors of Trafficking” 

This session defines cultural humility and how law enforcement can implement this concept into 
their investigations.  More specifically how can cultural humility help law enforcement 
investigating domestic violence, human trafficking and sexual assaults better by implementing 
cultural humility into their investigations.  

 

Speaker:  Lt. Mikie Pylilo, South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy 

 

Break- 1:50-2:05 pm   

 

Plenary Session V- 2:05 pm- 2:50 pm-“Labor Trafficking:  What Does it Look Like Here in South 
Carolina”   

This session will focus on the different aspects of labor trafficking and what types of labor 
trafficking law enforcement is seeing in South Carolina.  This will provide critical information for 
law enforcement, service providers, advocates, and the community on labor trafficking. 

Speaker:  Lt. Jade Roy, SLED 

 

Plenary Session VI- 2:55-3:40 pm- “Small Businesses Responding to the Mission of Avoiding 
Trafficked Goods in their Business Models with Adherence to Fair Trade:  Struggles and Victories”  

Discussion on how businesses can make an impact and what it looks like to be Fair Trade.  How 
does the decision to be fair trade affect the business? 

Speaker:  Eddie Long, Genesis Hub Coffee 

 

Plenary Session VII- 3:45-4:30 pm- “Underage Marriage and Human Trafficking” 

Children being allowed to marry before ages of majority is a global issue that sadly intersects with 
human trafficking in both the areas of labor and sex.   This session will focus on faculty and student 
research that examines the impact United States law (from various states to federal) has in 
contributing to this exploitation.   

Speakers: Margarita Roshka, Student at Newberry College, and Associate Professor Cynthia L. 
Haynes Eshleman 

 


